; banned in Russia 


We need your help to keep providing you with the truth. 


Our JOUrNALISIM 


Support us today 


y Moscow Times 


30 YEARS INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA 


Support The Moscow Times! 
Contribute today 


30 YEARS INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA 


e News 

e Ukraine War 
e Climate 

e Regions 

e Business 

e Meanwhile 
e Opinion 

e Podcasts 

e Archive 


MB RU 
Our journalism is banned in Russia. We need your help to keep providing you with the truth. 
Contribute today 


Russia Secretly Orders Destruction of Gulag Prisoners’ Records, Media Warns 


June 8, 2018 


Fa 


Moskva News Agency 
Russian officials are reportedly destroying the records of gulag prisoners under a secret order passed in 2014, Russian media have reported. 
An estimated 3-12 million victims of Soviet repression were imprisoned in the gulag network of prisons and forced labor camps in the former Soviet Union. Registration 
records kept by the Museum of the History of the Gulag, now threatened with destruction, include the permanent records of those killed, as well as archival files detailing 


those who survived the gulag and when they were released. 


news 


Stalin's Shadow: How a Gulag Historian Fell Victim to Russia's Dark Past 


Read more 


A 2014 inter-agency order labeled “for internal use” instructs files to be destroyed once the former prisoner reaches the age of 80, Russia’s Kommersant business daily 
cited a regional police official as saying Friday. 


“This information is forgotten once it’s destroyed,” gulag historian Sergei Prudovsky, who revealed the practice, was quoted as saying. 


The internal order was signed by 11 Russian state agencies, including the KGB’s successor agency, the FSB, the Foreign Intelligence Service (SVR), the Interior Ministry, 
Justice Ministry, and the General Prosecutor’s Office, Kommersant reported. 


Gulag Museum director Roman Romanov asked presidential Human Rights Council head Mikhail Fedotov to prevent the destruction of records that he argues could curb 
research into the history of Soviet political repression. 


Fedotov promised to “always defend keeping archive materials that contain highly important historical information” as a way to “counter the falsification of history.” 
“But when there’s no document, you can make up anything you want,” he warned. 
Read more about: Soviet Union 


... We have a small favor to ask. As you may have heard, The Moscow Times, an independent news source for over 30 years, has been unjustly branded as a "foreign 
agent" by the Russian government. This blatant attempt to silence our voice is a direct assault on the integrity of journalism and the values we hold dear. 


We, the journalists of The Moscow Times, refuse to be silenced. Our commitment to providing accurate and unbiased reporting on Russia remains unshaken. But we need 
your help to continue our critical mission. 


Your support, no matter how small, makes a world of difference. If you can, please support us monthly starting from just $2. It's quick to set up, and you can be confident 
that you're making a significant impact every month by supporting open, independent journalism. Thank you. 
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returned defector 


Tara Reade, Biden Assault Accuser, Returns to U.S. From Russia to Press Charges 
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map of targets 


Russian State TV Threatens Europe With Long-Range Missiles 


° 3 
off the rails 


Train Derails Near Iron Ore Plant in Russia’s Belgorod — Reports 


24 
‘political decision’ 


Russia Will Not Broadcast Paris Olympics — Reports 
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Yandex Parent Company Fully Divests from Russia 


Read more 


revising history 


Russian City Removes Plaques Memorializing Polish POWs Massacred By Stalin 


Poland responded to the removal by accusing Russia of “following in the footsteps ... of Soviet Stalinist totalitarianism.” 
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